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it is reproduced

,

Tegh

Hindu leaders asked Guru Tegh Bahadur to intercede on their behalf. They said, we know

Tegh

Tegh Bahadur 9th Guru of the Sikhs

Tegh Bahadur who centuries before the universal Declaration of Human Rights, courageously
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Tegh

’

Footnote

A verse by Guru Tegh Bahadur from the Guru Granth Sahib

Accepting his lot in a disinterested fashion

As water mingles with water
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war’

It was the peace of the graveyard.

This

It was an act
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inferior people in the gas chambers of Auschwitz, Buchenwald and Bergen-Belsen where

races. In the Europe of the 30s, persecut ion of Jews was not conf ined to

human fami ly in the format ion of the United Nat ions Organisat ion. Al though

to preserve the status quo against the t ide of human history. Sadly, the Great

in

on

.

‘Manas ki jath sab ek he pacharbo’

‘Recognise the oneness of the human family’

In

:



countenance and continue the death and maiming of millions for its own economic prosperity.
I recall my sense of disbelief when I drew attention to the pogrom against Sikhs in 1984, the
then Home Secretary bluntly told me ‘Indarjit, we are well aware of the suffering of the Sikhs
in the India of Rajiv Gandhi’, but he continued ‘It’s very difficult, we are walking a tightrope and
have already lost one major arms contract’.

The super-power game of chess continues, The Third World nation pawns buy arms to match
those of their neighbours. The more they spend on arms the less of their GDP they have to
spend on food and industrialisaton and the less competitive they will be in world trade.
Poverty inevitably breeds discontent and instability and further opportunities for exploitation.

When conditions are sufficiently bad to become news, we are asked to donate to famine relief
collections. It is like putting sticking plasters over deep and festering wounds. The plaster covers
or hides some of the suffering but does little to cure it.

In the India of Guru Nanak’s day, the rich would similarly give small donations to the poor, to
those they exploited, in the belief that this would earn them merit in the next world. The Guru
was critical of such giving which induced a smugness in the giver whilst perpetuating injustice.
These ritual acts ot charity were, he said, not worth a grain of sesame seeds. Much the same
can be said about Western aid packages to the Third World.

Let me briefly recap on all I’ve said. The world recoiling from the destruction of World War 2
has moved away from any set-piece sequel, but the peace enjoyed by the industrialised world
today is one based on power block politics and alliances, which mask and perpetuate injustice
and is far removed from the peace based on a universal acceptance of human rights as envisaged
in the U.N Charter. It is a fragile peace which will not easily endure.

What do we need to do to make it more lasting and based on true justice? It is here that the
Sikh religion can do much to guide us. Let us look together at the India of Guru Nanak’s day
some 500 years ago, as a microcosm of the wider world and see what lessons we can learn
from his far-sighted teachings.

Looking at the religious rivalry around him, Guru Nanak emphasised the need for religious
tolerance. In his very first sermon he declared:-

‘Ne koi Hindu Na koi Mussalman’

That is: In God’s eyes there is neither Hindu nor Muslim and, by today’s extension, neither
Christian nor Sikh nor Jew. That God is not interested in religious labels but in the way we
conduct ourselves. God, he taught, has neither enemies nor favoured people, and no one
religion has a monopoly of truth. He taught that the “I’m totally right and you’re totally wrong”
attitude is not only wrong in itself, but also a major cause of conflict.

Guru Nanak recognised an important truth. What passed for religion in his day, and still does
so today, are underlying ethical teachings on responsible living, heavily overlain with near
impenetrable layers of culture, superstition and a conflict causing arrogance that our
paricular amalgam of beliefs and practices is the only way favoured by the one God of us all
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is too weak

Tegh

Tegh

Sikhs wholly concur with the view of an English

‘I may not believe what you say

But will defend to the death your right to say it’

‘Look to a person’s inner light (God)
and forget all ideas of caste or race
for there is no caste or race in the hereafter’

As Guru Gobind
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In the world of today, we turn a blind eye to

and I was reprimanded by the

.

moving both the political world
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3&)#6%*)'),D*7','"9%"*)0%),+*'),D*7','=#)*'4#);+;-0'493*'),D*'b'",3'D#=*'96',6+'&,5*6'&"*9)'
C;,D*c?$

G'(,B*-$C)0A))&$f1'81)*[8*,3)g$*,D)+$*)+6B0)3$'&$01)$1.**.*$./$01)$`'*+0$M.*B3$M,*K$2'BB'.&+$
3')3K$71)$A,*$)&3)3$A'01$ 01)$3)/),0$,&3$164'B',0'.&$./$5)*4,&-K$]*)>63'D)$ B)3$ 0.$^)A+$
C)'&8$CB,4)3$/.*$C.01$01)$3)/),0$,&3$01)$*)+6B0'&8$+6//)*'&8K$

]*)>63'D)$,&3$C'8.0*-$+A)I0$F'0B)*$0.$I.A)*K$71)$;)D.&3$M.*B3$M,*$/.BB.A)3@$A'01$/6*01)*$
,0*.D'0')+$,8,'&+0$ 01)$^)A+@$ 01)$A'3)+I*),3$<'BB'&8$./$ '&&.D)&0+$ '&$?6*.I)$,&3@$ '&$ 01)$`,*$
?,+0@$01)$'&D'&)*,0'.&$./$16&3*)3+$./$01.6+,&3+$./$4)&@$A.4)&$,&3$D1'B3*)&$'&$F'*.+1'4,$
,&3$U,8,+,<'K$$

71)$ +6//)*'&8$ ,&3$ 3)(,+0,0'.&$ ./$ A,*$ +1.D<)3$A.*B3$ B),3)*+$ '&0.$ ,$ &)A$ *),B'+4@$ ,&3$ ,$
D.44.&$3)+'*)$0.$A.*<$/.*$,$4.*)$I),D)/6B$A.*B3K$c'D0.*$&,0'.&+$,8*))3$01,0$01)$.&B-$A,-$
/.*A,*3$0.$B,+0'&8$I),D)$A.6B3$C)$*)D.8&'0'.&$./$01)$)N6,B$*'810+$./$,BB$4)4C)*+$./$.6*$.&)$
164,&$/,4'B-h'4I)*,0'()+$/.*$I),D)$,&3$>6+0'D)$/'*+0$I60$/.*A,*3$C-$;'<1$56*6+$4.*)$01,&$
01*))$D)&06*')+$),*B')*$'&$01)$A.*3+@$4,&,+$<'$>,,01$)<$1)$I,D1,&C.[*)D.8&'+)$01)$.&)&)++$
./$01)$164,&$/,4'B-K$$

;,3B-@$ 01)$ 3)+'*)$ ./$ I.A)*/6B$ D.6&0*')+$ 0.$ ,++)*0$ +6I)*'.*'0-$ .()*$ .01)*+$ 1,+$ D.&0'&6)3$
6&,C,0)3K$71)$M)+0$'&(,3)3$=*,N$,&3$3)+0,C'B'+)3$01)$*)8'.&$.&$01)$I*)0)T0$01,0$=*,N$A,+$
3)()B.I'&8$A),I.&+$ ./$4,++$ 3)+0*6D0'.&@$ +0*)&801)&'&8$ 01)$ 1,&3$ ./$ =+B,4'D$ )T0*)4'+4@$
G6++',$'&(,3)+$4'&)*,B$*'D1$P<*,'&)$=+*,)B$.DD6I')+$01)$M)+0$9,&<$,&3$,00,D<+$01)$5,J,$
+0*'I$D,6+'&8$9)B+.&[B'<)$+6//)*'&8K$$

=&$01)$&,4)$./$3)/)&D)@$4.*)$I.A)*/6B$&,0'.&+$)TIB.'0$+4,BB)*$*)8'.&,B$D.&/B'D0+$C-$+)BB'&8$
,*4+$0.$'4I.()*'+1)3$I).IB)$'&$IB,D)+$+6D1$,+$01)$2'33B)$?,+0@$.*$C-$3'*)D0$'&(.B()4)&0$'&$
D.&/B'D0$'&$=*,N@$;-*',$.*$%/81,&'+0,&K$=&3',@$01)$B,&3$./$2,1,04,$5,&31'@$C6-+$.'B$/*.4$G6++',$
0. 1)BI /6&3$G6++',&$ ,88*)++'.&$ ,8,'&+0$ P<*,'&)@$ =&3',$ ,B+.$ +)BB+$ ,*4+$ 0.$ G6++',$ A1.@$
+6*I*'+)$+6*I*'+)@$6&C)B')(,CB-@$+)BB$,*4+$0.$],<'+0,&$/.*$6+)$,8,'&+0$=&3',K$$

= 1,()$,BA,-+$C))&$I6JJB)3$C-$I.B'0'D',&+$'&$01)$PH$,&3$.01)*$IB,D)+$,*86'&8$01,0$A)$&))3$
0.$+I)&3$4.*)$,&3$4.*)$.&$3)/)&D)K$=$+))$&.$01*),0$0.$01)+)$+1.*)+K$960$'&$,$+I))D1$'&$01)$
Y.*3+$ B,+0$4.&01$Y.*3$G.C)*0+.&@$,$/.*4)*$3)/)&D)$4'&'+0)*@$4,3)$DB),*$A1,0$I.B'0'D',&+$
4),&$C-$3)/)&D)K$F)$+I.<)$,C.60$D.6&0*')+$B'<)$L1'&,$,&3$G6++',$01*),0)&'&8$01)$d)T'+0'&8$
A.*B3$.*3)*QK$F)$A,+$*'810K$01)-$0..$,*)$,B+.$0*-'&8$0.$,DN6'*)$D*63)$I.B'0'D,B$,&3$)D.&.4'D$
I.A)*K$$

Seeing others as lesser beings has been a source of conflict throughout history, leading to

stronger race, a higher-grade race, a more worldly-wise race.....has come in and taken their

‘manas ki jaath ek he pacharbo - to recognise the oneness
of the human family’

They
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71)$C*')/)+0$8B'4I+)$,0$A.*B3$1'+0.*-$+1.A+$01,0$01)$)T'+0'&8$A.*B3$.*3)*$'+$C6'B0$.&$*,D'+4@$
+B,()*-@$,&3$8*.++$)D.&.4'D$)TIB.'0,0'.&K$L.&/B'D0$'+$'&)('0,CB)$'&$,$A.*B3$.*3)*$C6'B0$.&$+6D1$
'&+)D6*)$/.6&3,0'.&+K$

M1,0$3.$A)$&))3$0.$3.$0.$4.()$0.$,$/,'*)*$A.*B3\$G)B'8'.6+$0),D1'&8+$A)*)$4),&0$0.$I*.('3)$
01)$,&+A)*K$960$ 0.3,-@$ *'(,B*-$C)0A))&$3'//)*)&0$ *)B'8'.&+$.*$+6C+)0+$./$C)B')/+@$ '+$ '0+)B/$,$
4,>.*$+.6*D)$./$D.&/B'D0$,&3$+6//)*'&8K$960$=$+0'BB$C)B')()$01,0$/.BB.A'&8$)01'D,B$0),D1'&8+$I60$
/.*A,*3$C-$01)$/.6&3)*+$./$.6*$3'//)*)&0$/,'01+$,*)$01)$C)+0$A,-$/.*A,*3K$/.*$C.01$'&3'('36,B+$
,&3$+.D')0-$,+$,$A1.B)K$Y)0$4)$)TIB,'&$4-+)B/K$

71)$ /.6&3)*+$ ./$ .6*$ 3'//)*)&0$ /,'01+$ 6&3)*+0..3$ 01,0$ A)$ 164,&$ C)'&8+$ ,*)$ ,BB$ 0..$ ./0)&$
4.0'(,0)3$C-$8*))3@$+)B/'+1&)++$,&3$I*)>63'D)@$*,01)*$01,&$,$3)+'*)$0.$B..<$0.$01)$A)BBC)'&8$
./$ .01)*+@$ ,&3$ 0,6810$ '4I)*,0'()+$ /.*$ *)+I.&+'CB)$ B'('&8K$ ;,3B-@$ 01)+)$ D.44.&$ 6IB'/0'&8$
)01'D,B$0),D1'&8+$+..&$C)D,4)$.()*B,'&$A'01$*'06,B+@$+6I)*+0'0'.&+$,&3$D6B06*)@$,&3$A.*+)@$,$
D.44.&$3)+'*)$0.$'4I.+)$01)'*$*)B'8'.&Q+$+6II.+)3B-$5.3[8'()&$,601.*'0-@$.&$.01)*+K$$$$$$$

56*6$U,&,<$A,+$,$A'0&)++$0.$+6D1$*)B'8'.6+$C'8.0*-$'&$01)$=&3',$./$+.4)$"##$-),*+$,8.K$71)$
56*6$.I)&B-$D1,BB)&8)3$01'+$'**)B'8'.6+$(')A$./$*)B'8'.&K$F)$0,6810$01)$.&)$5.3$./$6+$,BB$'+$
&.0$'&$01)$B),+0$C'0$'&0)*)+0)3$'&$.6*$3'//)*)&0$*)B'8'.6+$B,C)B+@$C60$'&$A1,0$A)$3.$0.$D*),0)$,$
/,'*)*$,&3$4.*)$I),D)/6B$+.D')0-@$F)$,&3$+6DD))3'&8$56*6+@$C*,()B-$D*'0'D'+)3$01)$&.0'.&+$
./$D,+0)$.*$*,D)@$+6I)*+0'0'.&$,&3$4),&'&8B)++$*'06,B+$,00,D1)3$0.$*)B'8'.&@$,&3$+0*)++)3$01)$
D.4IB)0)$)N6,B'0-$./$A.4)&K$$

%0 01)$+,4)$0'4)@$01)-$*)D.8&'+)3$,&3$1'81B'810)3$01)$)01'D,B$D.44.&,B'0')+$C)0A))&$.6*$
3'//)*)&0$/,'01+K$X6*$1.B-$C..<@$01)$56*6$5*,&01$;,1'C@$&.0$.&B-$D.&0,'&+$A*'0'&8+$./$01)$;'<1$
56*6+@$C60$,B+.@$I,*,BB)B$)01'D,B$I)*+I)D0'()+$/*.4$F'&36$,&3$26+B'4$+,'&0+K$;'<1+$'&('0)3$,$
26+B'4$+,'&0$0.$B,-$01)$/.6&3,0'.&$+0.&)$./$01)$5.B3)&$7)4IB)@$'&$%4*'0+,*@$A1'D1$1,+$3..*+$
.&$),D1$./$'0+$/.6*$+'3)+$0.$+'8&'/-$,$A)BD.4)$0.$,BB$/*.4$,&-$8).8*,I1'D$.*$+I'*'06,B$3'*)D0'.&K$
% ;'<1$B),3)*@$2,1,*,>,$G,&>'0$;'&81$&,4)3$C-$01)$99L$,+$.&)$./$01)$8*),0)+0$B),3)*+$./$
,BB$ 0'4)@$ A)BD.4)3$ 26+B'4+$ ,&3$ F'&36+$ '&0.$ 1'+$ 5.()*&4)&0$ ,&3$ 8,()$ 8)&)*.6+B-$ 0.$
4.+N6)+$,&3$F'&36$0)4IB)+$A1'B)$C*'&8'&8$I),D)$,&3$I*.+I)*'0-$0.$]6&>,CK$

71)$I*.CB)4+$ /,D)3$C-$6+$ 0.3,-@$ ,*)$ I)*1,I+$4.*)$ D.4IB)T$ 01,&$ 01.+)$ /,D)3$C-$56*6$
U,&,<@$C60$ =$ C)B')()$ 01,0$ 01'+$,II*.,D1$./$ B..<'&8$ 0.$ 01)$8..3$ '&$.01)*+$,&3$C6'B3'&8$.&$
D.44.&$(,B6)+$,&3$D.44.&$'&0)*)+0$'+$01)$.&B-$A,-$0.$B,+0'&8$I),D)$,&3$>6+0'D)$/.*$,BB@$

7.3,-@$46D1$4.*)$&))3+$0.$C)$3.&)$0.$4,<)$*)B'8'.&$,$/.*D)$/.*$8..3@$C60$0.$3.$+.$A)$1,()$
0.$*)4.()$01)$.()*B,-$./$*'06,B+@$+6I)*+0'0'.&+@$D6B06*)$,&3$C'8.0*-$0.$I60$6&3)*B-'&8$)01'D,B$
0),D1'&8+$'&$01)'*$0*6)$I)*+I)D0'()K$

7.3,-@$A)$,*)$'&$,$+4,BB)*@$'&0)*3)I)&3)&0$A.*B3@$A'01$D.44.&$D1,BB)&8)+K$X6*$3)+0'&')+$
,*)$'&)T0*'D,CB-$)&0A'&)3K$%&3$A)$/,D)$D.44.&$)&('*.&4)&0,B$,&3$.01)*$D1,BB)&8)+K$M)$
1,()$ 0.$ *),B'+)$ 01,0$ &.A@$ 01)*)$ '+$ &.$ 6+$ ,&3$ 01)4@$ .&B-$ 6+K$ M)$ ,BB$ 1,()$ ,$ D.44.&$
*)+I.&+'C'B'0-$0.$D1,&8)$.B3[/,+1'.&)3$4'&3+)0+$,C.60$)TDB6+'()$,&3$+6I)*'.*$*)B'8'.&+@$,&3$
01)$C)B')/$01,0$/.*D)$'+$01)$.&B-$A,-$0.$D.&/B'D0$*)+.B60'.&K$%+$4)&0'.&)3$),*B')*@$01)$)T'+0'&8$
A.*B3$ .*3)*$ '+$ C6'B0$ .&$ 3.38-@$ 6&+0,CB)$ /.6&3,0'.&+$ ./$ 8*))3$,&3$ D.&N6)+0K$ =$ C)B')()$ =0+$
+0*6D06*)$D,&$C)$+0*)&801)&)3$A'01$,$6&'()*+,B$D.44'04)&0$0.$D.44.&$)01'D,B$'4I)*,0'()+$
/.6&3$'&$.6*$3'//)*)&0$*)B'8'.&+K$$

7.$4.()$'&$01'+$3'*)D0'.&@$01)*)$'+$/'*+0$,$&))3$0.$3.$0.$3.$,$B'00B)$+I*'&8$DB),&'&8$./$*)B'8'.&$
0.$C*'&8$6&3)*B-'&8$)01'D,B$0),D1'&8+$0.$01)$/.*)$C-$*)4.('&8$3'('+'()$,**.8,&0$DB,'4+$./$5.3$
8'()&$+6I)*'.*'0-$./$C)B')/@$,&3$1,*4/6B$D6B06*)$A1'D1$1,+$C)D.4)$)4C)33)3$ '&$ *)B'8'.6+$

.
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0)T0+K$=/$=$1,3$0'4)K$=$D.6B3$8'()$)T,4IB)+K$71)-$1,()$01,0$1,()$&.01'&8$0.$3.$A'01$01)$)01'D,B$
(,B6)+$./$01)$/,'01+$D.&D)*&)3K$2.+0$I).IB)$B),*&$0.$'8&.*)$01)4@$4.6)67,?)2+,)C::/)23/)
5.56,3231,)6:)67,),W6+,>0565;)-.560C?03B)F0:@,31,)23/)3,B260F,)26606./,5)6:):67,+5@

% A.*3$,C.60$D6B06*)K$%&)6*'&$9)(,&$/.6&3)*$./$01)$.//$01)$U,0'.&,B$F),B01$;)*('D)@ *)8,*3)3$
D6B06*)$A'01$+6+I'D'.&K F)$+,'3$A1)&)()*$1)$1),*3$01)$A.*3$D6B06*)$1)$01.6810$./$C,D0)*',K$
9)(,&$A,+$4.*)K *'810$01,&$1)$*),B'+)3K$M)$&.A$<&.A$01,0$C,D0)*',$D,&$C)$8..3$,&3$C,3K
9,D0)*',$'& +.4)$/..3+$B'<) -.816*0+$D,&$)&1,&D)$.6*$1),B01$,&3$A)BB[C)'&8K X01)*$C,D0)*',$
D,&$3.$'&D,BD6B,CB)$1,*4$0.$.6*$I1-+'D,B$1),B01K$=&$01)$+,4)$A,-@$D6B06*)$D,&$)&1,&D)$.*$
1,*4$.6*$ +.D',B$ &.*4+K$U)8,0'()$ D6B06*,B$ ,00'063)+$ 0.$A.4)&$ ,&3$ 01.+)$ &.0$ B'<)$ 6+@$ ,*)$
1,*4/6B@$A1'B)$D6B06*,B$,00'063)+$ 0.$ 01)$D,*)$./$ 01)$(6B&)*,CB)$,&3$)B3)*B-$)&1,&D)$+.D',B$
A)BBC)'&8K$$

%0 01)$06*&$./$01)$D)&06*-@$=$A,+$'&('0)3$0.$Y,4C)01$],B,D)$0.$>.'&$A1,0$A)$D,BB)3$01)$Y,4C)01$
5*6I)$0.$D)B)C*,0)$01)$D.4'&8$4'BB)&&'64KC-$/.*46B,0'&8$D.44.&$)01'D,B$(,B6)+$&)D)++,*-$
/.*$,$/,'*)*$,&3$4.*)$I),D)/6B$b_+0 D)&06*-K$$%B01.681$A)$A)*)$/*.4$3'//)*)&0$*)B'8'.&+@$A)$
1,3$&.$0*.6CB)$'&$,8*))'&8$I*'.*'0')+W )01'D,B$(,B6)+$01,0$A.6B3$D,**-$6+$0.$,$[ I),D)/6B$b_+0$
D)&06*-K

71)$)T)*D'+)$*)4'&3)3$6+$01,0$01)$)01'D,B$(,B6)+$0,6810$C-$.6*$3'//)*)&0$/,'01+$,*)&Q0$,BB$01,0$
3'//)*)&0K$X6*$3'//)*)&0$ *)B'8'.&+$,*)$.()*B,II'&8$D'*DB)+$./$C)B')/$A'01$ 01)$I,*0$ '&$D.44.&$
C)'&8$46D1$8*),0)*$01,&$01)$+4,BB)*$,*),$./$3'//)*)&D)K$=0$'+$&.A$4.*)$'4I.*0,&0$01,&$)()*$
C)/.*)@$01,0$A)$<))I$.6*$D.44.&$(,B6)+$0.$01)$/.*)$,0$,BB$0'4)+$&.0@$.&B-$'&$.6*$I)*+.&,B$
B'()+@$C60$'&$4))0'&8$D.44.&$)&('*.&4)&0,B$D1,BB)&8)+$01,0$D.6B3$'4I)*'B$01)$/606*)K$
$

9B)++)3$,&3$C),60'/6B$'+$01)$160$
$ M1)*)$01)$Y.*3V+$]*,'+)$'+$+6&8$
$ M.*01B)++$01)$I,B,D)$
$ M1)*)$01)$Y.*3$'+$/.*8.00)&$
$

].()*0-$'+$CB'++$'$
$ =&$*)4)4C)*'&8$5.3$
$ =& 01)$1.B-$D.&8*)8,0'.&$
$ 2,-$A.*B3B-$8*),0&)++$C)$D.&+64)3$
C-$/'*)$$
$ =/ '0$4,<)+$4,&$4,44.01$+B,()$
$

7.$B'()$C-$8*'&3'&8$D.*&$$
$ M),*'&8$.&B-$,$CB,&<)0$
$ 960$1,('&8$,$D.&0)&0)3$1),*0$$
$ =+$C)00)*$01,&$*6B'&8$,$H'&83.4$$
$ M'01.60$'&&)*$I),D)$
$ 56*6$ 5*,&01$
;,1'C$],8)$eR"$

Group
Although we were from different religions, we

had no trouble in agreeing priorities: ethical values that would carry us to a peaceful 21st

Blessed and beautiful is the hut
Where the Lord’s Praise is sung
Worthless the palace
Where the Lord is forgotten

Poverty is bliss
In remembering God
In the holy congregation
May worldly goodness be consumed by fire

If it makes man mammoth slave
To live by grinding corn
Wearing only a blanket
But having a contented heart
Is better than ruling a Kingdom
Without inner peace

Guru Granth Sahib Page 745
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9%J$&#8L$#%J)%Q)H!X')H9I%%()
$%)H#YI)!"L9'$#%J)

Q+:>)I.>4@,)8,B03303B5)6:)%.65623/03BZ)')H0A7)Q2067)
H17::@[5)&,>2+A24@,)K:.+3,?)

L.()&0*-@$M)+0$2'3B,&3+@$PH$i$=&$b#_R@$,$&)A$D1,I0)*$'&$9*'0'+1$)36D,0'.&$C)8,&$A'01$01)$.I)&'&8$./$,$/*))$
9*'0'+1$;'<1$/,'01$+D1..B$;?c%@$3)3'D,0)3$0.$CB)&3'&8$,D,3)4'D$)TD)BB)&D)$A'01$+I'*'06,B$(,B6)+K$`.6&3)3$0.$
+)*()$01)$B.D,B$D.446&'0-$,&3$'0+$+6**.6&3'&8$,*),+$0.$6I1.B3$;'<1$I*'&D'IB)+$./$+)*('D)@$)N6,B'0-$,&3$B),*&'&8@$
01)$ +D1..B$ +0,*0)3$ A'01$ ,$ ('+'.&W$ 0.$ I*.('3)$ ,$ &6*06*'&8$ )&('*.&4)&0$ A1)*)$ D1'B3*)&$ D.6B3$ 01*'()$ C.01$
,D,3)4'D,BB-$,&3$4.*,BB-K$
71)$>.6*&)-@$1.A)()*@$A,+$&.0$A'01.60$D1,BB)&8)+K$=&$'0+$),*B-$-),*+@$01)$+D1..B$/,D)3$8*.A'&8$I,'&+$0-I'D,B$./$
&)A$'&+0'060'.&+K$71'+$+I6**)3$B),3)*+@$+0,//@$,&3$01)$D.446&'0-$'&0.$,D0'.&K$E)0)*4'&)3$0.$*,'+)$+0,&3,*3+@$01)$
+D1..B$)4C,*<)3$.&$,$*'8.*.6+$'4I*.()4)&0$IB,&@$/.D6+'&8$.&$0),D1'&8$N6,B'0-@$D6**'D6B64$3)()B.I4)&0@$,&3$
I,+0.*,B$D,*)K$
9-$b#bb@$01)'*$)//.*0+$C.*)$/*6'0K$X/+0)3$'&+I)D0.*+$*)06*&)3$,&3$,A,*3)3$01)$+D1..B$,$5..3$$*,0'&8$'&$,BB$,*),+@$
I*,'+'&8$'0+$+0*.&8$B),3)*+1'I@$'&DB6+'()$)01.+@$,&3$D.44'04)&0$0.$I6I'B$I*.8*)++K$71)$+D1..B$1,3$C)D.4)$,$
C),D.&$./$1.I)$/.*$/,4'B')+$+))<'&8$,$/,'01[C,+)3$)36D,0'.&$*..0)3$'&$9*'0'+1$(,B6)+K$=&+I)D0.*+$*)I.*0)3W$
f]6I'B+$ C)&)/'0$ /*.4$ ,00)&3'&8$ ,$ A)BD.4'&8$ ,&3$ '&DB6+'()$ +D1..BK$ 71)$ ;)(,$ ('*06)+$ ./$
<'&3&)++@$ D.6*,8)@$ 1.&)+0-@$ 0.B)*,&D)@$ *)+I)D0$ ,&3$ *)+I.&+'C'B'0-$ ,*)$ A.()&$ '&0.$ 01)$
D6**'D6B64$,&3$6&3)*+0..3$C-$)()*-.&)K$Y),3)*+$1,()$1'81$)TI)D0,0'.&+$./$,BB$I6I'B+$,&3$
)TI)D0$01)4$0.$A.*<$1,*3$,&3$,D1')()$01)'*$C)+0Kg$X/+0)3$U.()4C)*$b#bbW$
$
G)/B)D0'&8$.&$01'+$4'B)+0.&)@$]*'&D'I,B$2*+K$;K$;,&81)*,$+,'3W$
fM1)&$A)$*)D)'()3$01)$5..3$*,0'&8@$'0$A,+$,$I*.63$4.4)&0$/.*$)()*-.&)K$=0$+1.A)3$01,0$
.6*$1,*3$A.*<$,&3$C)B')/$'&$.6*$('+'.&$A,+$I,-'&8$.//K$M)$A,&0)3$0.$D*),0)$,$+D1..B$A1)*)$
,D,3)4'D$+6DD)++$,&3$+I'*'06,B$8*.A01$8.$1,&3$'&$1,&3h,&3$01'+$A,+$,$C'8$+0)I$0.A,*3+$
01,0 8.,BKg
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Coventry, West Midlands, UK - In 2014, a new chapter in British education began with the opening of a free
British Sikh faith school SEVA, dedicated to blending academic excellence with spiritual values. Founded to
serve the local community and its surrounding areas to uphold Sikh principles of service, equality and
learning, the school started with a vision: to provide a nurturing environment where children could thrive
both academically and morally.

The journey, however, was not without challenges. In its early years, the school faced growing pains typical
of new institutions. This spurred leaders, staff, and the community into action. Determined to raise standards,
the school embarked on a rigorous improvement plan, focusing on teaching quality, curriculum development
and pastoral care.

By 2022, their efforts bore fruit. Ofsted inspectors returned and awarded the school a Good rating in all
areas, praising its strong leadership, inclusive ethos, and commitment to pupil progress. The school had
become a beacon of hope for families seeking a faith-based education rooted in British values.
Inspectors reported

“Pupils benefit from attending a welcoming and inclusive school. The Seva virtues of kindness, courage,
honesty, tolerance, respect and responsibility are woven into the curriculum and understood by everyone.
Leaders have high expectations of all pupils and expect them to work hard to achieve their best.”
Ofsted, November 2022

Reflecting on this milestone, Principal Mrs. S.Sanghera said:
“When we received the Good rating, it was a proud moment for everyone. It showed that our hard work
and our belief in our vision was paying off. We wanted to create a school where academic success and
spiritual growth go hand in hand - and this was a big step towards that goal”

The success story didn’t stop there. In 2024, during a Section 48 Faith Inspection, the school achieved
the highest accolade: Outstanding in all areas. Inspectors commended the school’s unwavering dedication
to Sikh teachings, its vibrant spiritual life, and the way faith permeated every aspect of school life - from
assemblies to community service projects

Speaking about this achievement, Mr. A. Basra added:
“Outstanding in our faith inspection means more than a rating - it means we are instilling the values. Our
pupils don’t just learn about Sikh virtues; they embody them. This is what makes our school truly exceptional.”

Inspectors praised the trust:
‘The trustees are highly ambitious for the school; they ensure pupils have access to opportunities inside
and outside the school to develop them as good human beings”
NSO Section 48 Faith Inspection Report 2024

‘Staff are positive about leadership...They say that leavers consider their well-being and work-life balance.
Trustees know the school well and provide effective challenge and support”
NSO Section 48 Faith Inspection Report 2024

Empowering Pupil Leadership
The school places a strong emphasis on developing leadership skills among pupils
Opportunities include:

Head Boy and Head Girl roles leading school councils and representing pupil voice

Faith and Curriculum Leaders promoting Sikh values and organising charitable initiatives
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25th July 2024 - King’s Speech
My Lords, I speak from a Sikh perspective, which emphasises that we are all equal
members of one human family. Seeing others as lesser beings has been a source of
conflict throughout history, leading to the horror of the slave trade, empire building and
gross economic exploitation. It also led to the absurdity of superior and inferior races. Such
talk was common in the 1930s not only in Germany, but in this country. I was called a Jew
in school by those who wished to hurt me.
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‘Islamophobia and free speech’

Inter Faith Involvement
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Armed Services Chaplaincy
It has been a busy year both on Civillian Chaplaincy and Commissioned Chaplaincy ends.
Lot of demand to provide Chaplaincy cover on Royal Air Force stations has offered a wealth
of experience, but also pressure on time too.

Internal and External Engagement has been very active throughout the year, Meditation sessions
for Health and Wellbeing platforms within Defence were delivered on request.

International days, Cultural days, Leaders in faith and belief conference, talks on faith and belief to
name a few internal engagements.

Supported Holla Mohalla, DSN annual Akhand Path Sahib, 1914 Sikh troops formation,
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Jis commemorative events, a day seminar on Guru Nanak Dev Jis
Gurpurab to name few external events.

Delivered for Fields of Remembrance at National Memorial Arboretum and in New Delhi
Commonwealth Graves.

Nominated to be part of British Delegation visiting Indian historical and religious sites during
India Heritage visit 2025. During this visit, represented Sikhs, military, women in forces and religion
while speaking at vatious prominent places and people
Mandeep Kaur, Sikh Chaplain RAF
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PROTECTING SIKH HERITAGE
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‘The one God of us all isn’t in the least bit interested in our different religiousl labels like Hindu or Muslim, or
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